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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 




Claim l (original) : A package comprising a receptacle 
aving a mouth an an upper end, a flexible zipper attached to 
said mouth and comprising first and second fastener strips, a 
slider movably mounted to said zipper for alternately opening 
or closing portions\ of said first and second fastener strips 
depending on the direction of movement of said slider relative 
to said zipper, and an enclosed header enclosing said zipper 
and said slider, wherein said enclosed header comprises first 
and second side edges and first and second walls each 
extending from said first side edge to said second side edge, 
said first side edge comprising a first tear notch formed 
therein, and said firsst wall of said enclosed header 
comprising a first line Y>f weakness having a first portion 
extending across said header, wherein said first portion of 
said first line of weakness\ lies in a region having an upper 
boundary at an elevation whi^ch is lower than a top of said 
slider . 



Claim 2 (original) : TJhe package as recited in claim 

1, wherein said region is lower than an elevation of said 
first tear notch, and said firstt wall of said enclosed header 
further comprises a first slYt traversing a range of 
elevations encompassing a first elWation near an elevation of 
said first tear notch and a second \elevation near an elevation 
of said first portion of said first Vine of weakness. 

Claim 3 (original) : The package as recited in claim 

2, wherein said first slit is inclined at an angle in a range 
of 30 to 90 degrees relative to a line of said zipper, said 
lower point of said slit being further\away from the closest 
one of said first and second side edge^s than is said upper 
point of said first slit. 

Claim 4 (original) : The package \as recited in claim 
2, wherein said first tear notch has an \elevation which is 
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higher than s,aid top of said slider. 

ClaiVa 5 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
2, wherein saVd second side edge of said enclosed header 
comprises a second tear notch, and said first wall of said 
enclosed header \ further comprises a second slit traversing a 
range of elevations encompassing a first elevation near an 
elevation of said second tear notch and a second elevation 
near an elevation W said first portion of said first line of 
weakness. \ 

Claim 6 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
2, wherein said second wall of said enclosed header comprises: 

a second lirue of weakness having a portion extending 
across said header, said portion of said second line of 
weakness lying in a rfegion having an upper boundary at an 
elevation which is lowen than said top of said slider, and 

a second slit\ traversing a range of elevations 
encompassing a first elevation near an elevation of said first 
tear notch and a second elevation near an elevation of said 
portion of said second line\of weakness. 

Claim 7 (originalA: The package as recited in claim 
6, wherein said first and\ second lines of weakness are 
overlapping. \ 

Claim 8 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
6, wherein said first and secona slits are overlapping. 

Claim 9 (original) : Thle package as recited in claim 
5, wherein lower end points of Sc&id first and second slits are 
closer together than are upper eVid points of said first and 
second slits. \ 

Claim 10 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
1, wherein said enclosed header funther comprises a seal for 
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sealing said first and second walls together. 

Claim 11 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
1, wherein said enclased header is integrally formed with said 
receptacle. \ 

Claim 12 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
1, wherein said enclosed header comprises a folded piece, said 
first and second walls \of said folded piece being sealed to 
said receptacle. \ 

Claim 13 (original) : A package comprising a 
receptacle having a mouth\at an upper end, a flexible zipper 
attached to said mouth \and comprising first and second 
fastener strips, a slider rtiovably mounted to said zipper for 
alternately opening or clo\sing portions of said first and 
second fastener strips depending on the direction of movement 
of said slider relative to said zipper, and an enclosed header 
enclosing said zipper and satLd slider, wherein said enclosed 
header comprises first and second side edges and first and 
second walls each extending frtom said first side edge to said 
second side edge, said first sade edge comprises a first tear 
notch, and said first wall comprises a first line of weakness 
extending across said header \ in a region lower than an 
elevation of said first tear notch and a first slit traversing 
a range of elevations encompassing a first elevation near an 
elevation of said first tear notch and a second elevation near 
an elevation of said first line of Weakness. 

Claim 14 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
13, wherein said second side edgey comprises a second tear 
notch formed therein, and said firsti wall further comprises a 
second slit traversing a range of elevations encompassing a 
first elevation near an elevation on said second tear notch 
and a second elevation near an elevation of said first line of 
weakness. \ 
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Claim 15 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
13, wherein said first tear notch is located at an elevation 
higher than a top of said slider. 

Claim 16 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
13, wherein said first fastener strip comprises a first 
interlockable member and said second fastener strip comprises 
a second interloakable member, said first line of weakness 
being located in a region which is lower than said first and 
second interlockabl\e members. 

Claim 17 ^original) : The package as recited in claim 
13, wherein said second wall comprises a second line of 
weakness extending acVoss said header in a region lower than 
said elevation of sard first tear notch and a second slit 
traversing a range of elevations encompassing a first 
elevation near an elevation of said first tear notch and a 
second elevation near ai elevation of said second line of 
weakness. \ 

Claim 18 (original) : The package as recited in claim 

13, wherein said first slit \is inclined at an angle in a range 
of 30 to 90 degrees relative to a line of said zipper, said 
lower point being further awky from the closest one of said 
first and second side edges tnan is said upper point of said 
first slit. \ 

Claim 19 (original) : TWe package as recited in claim 
17, wherein said first and sedpnd lines of weakness are 
overlapping. \ 

Claim 20 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
17, wherein said first and second slits are overlapping. 

Claim 21 (original): The package as recited in claim 

14, wherein lower end points of said\first and second slits 
are closer together than are upper end points of said first 
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and second slits. 



Cltaim 22 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
13, wherein \ said enclosed header is integrally formed with 
said receptacvLe. 

ClaiW 23 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
13, wherein skid enclosed header comprises a folded piece, 
said first andlsecond walls of said folded piece being sealed 
to said receptacle, 

Claims ^4-32 (canceled) 

Claim 3\3 (original) : A package comprising a 
receptacle having a mouth at an upper end, a flexible zipper 
attached to said \mouth and comprising first and second 
fastener strips, a slider movably mounted to said zipper for 
alternately opening \or closing portions of said first and 
second fastener stripes depending on the direction of movement 
of said slider relative to said zipper, and an enclosed header 
enclosing said zipper Wd said slider, wherein said enclosed 
header comprises firsthand second side edges and first and 
second walls each extending from said first side edge to said 
second side edge, said first side edge comprises a first tear 
notch, and said first wall comprises a first line of weakness 
extending generally laterally across said header in a region 
lower than an elevation of \said first tear notch and a second 
line of weakness traversing \a range of elevations encompassing 
a first elevation near an elevation of said first tear notch 
and a second elevation near a\ elevation of said first line of 
weakness . 

Claims 34-39 (canceled) 

Claim 40 (original) : The package as recited in claim 
1, wherein said region is lowen than an elevation of said 
first tear notch, and said first lune of weakness has a second 
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portion traversing a range of elevations encompassing a first 
elevation near an elevation of said first tear notch and a 
second elevation\ near an elevation of said first portion of 
said first line on weakness. 

Claim 41 (original) : A package comprising an 
enclosure and a suider-operated zipper that separates an 
internal volume of said enclosure into a header space and a 
product space, wherAin a header portion of said enclosure 
encloses said header \ space, said header portion comprising 
first and second header walls joined at first and second side 
edges, said first header wall comprising a first line of 
weakness that begins at\ or near said first side edge at a 
first elevation above a nop edge of said zipper and continues 
to a second elevation below a top edge of said zipper. 

Claim 42 (originaY) : The package as recited in claim 
41, wherein said second heaaer wall comprises a second line of 
weakness that begins at or near said first side edge at said 
first elevation and continues\ to said second elevation. 

Claim 43 (original) :\ The package as recited in claim 
41, wherein said first line of\weakness further continues from 
said second elevation to a point at or near said second side 
edge and at a third elevation. \ 

Claim 44 (original) : Thfe package as recited in claim 
43, wherein said second header wail comprises a second line of 
weakness that begins at or near sWid first side edge at said 
first elevation, continues to said second elevation, and 
further continues from said second Wevation to a point at or 
near said second side edge and at said third elevation. 

Claim 45 (original) : The palckage as recited in claim 
41, wherein said third elevation is substantially the same as 
said first elevation. \ 
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Claim\46 (original): The package as recited in claim 
41, wherein sard first line of weakness is formed by laser 
scoring. \ 

Claim 4*A (original) : The package as recited in claim 
41, further comprising a tear notch formed in said first side 
edge of said header portion of said enclosure, said tear notch 
terminating at an elevation substantially equal to said first 
elevation. \ 

Claim 48 Vnew) : A package comprising a receptacle 
having a mouth at an \upper end, a flexible zipper attached to 
said mouth and comprising first and second fastener strips, a 
slider movably mounted no said zipper for alternately opening or 
closing portions of said first and second fastener strips 
depending on the direction of movement of said slider relative 
to said zipper, and a Aeader covering said zipper and said 
slider, wherein said header comprises first and second header 
walls each extending from first side edge to a second side 
edge, and said first headeA wall comprises a tear notch at a 
first elevation and a first line of weakness that extends 
generally horizontally across\at least a portion of said header 
at a second elevation lower than said first elevation. 

Claim 49 (new) : The package as recited in claim 48, 
wherein said first header wall \ further comprises a slit that 
traverses a range of elevations \from a vicinity of said first 
elevation to a vicinity of a portion of said first line of 
weakness. \ 

Claim 50 (new) : The package as recited in claim 48, 
wherein said first header wall furtner comprises a second line 
of weakness that traverses a range of Velevations from a vicinity 
of said first elevation to a vicinity 6f a portion of said first 
line of weakness. \ 
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Claim 51 \(new) : The package as recited in claim 48, 
wherein said first and second header walls are connected by a 
fold. 

Claim 52 (new) : The package as recited in claim 48, 
wherein said first and second header walls are sealed together. 

Claim 53 (new) : YThe package as recited in claim 48, 
wherein said first and second header walls are respectively 
joined to opposing walls of sWid receptacle. 

Claim 54 (new) : TheXpackage as recited in claim 48, 
wherein said first and secondX header walls are respectively 
integrally formed with opposing wa^-ls of said receptacle. 

Claim 55 (new) : The paclc&ge as recited in claim 48, 
wherein said first elevation is above a top of said slider and 
said second elevation is below a bottom of said slider. 
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